CITY OF SAINT PETER, MINNESOTA

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS

MINUTES OF THE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
FEBRUARY 10, 2020

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Saint Peter was conducted in the Governors' Room of the Community Center on February 10, 2020. 

A quorum present, Mayor Zieman called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The following members were present:  Councilmembers Keri Johnson, Ed Johnson, Stephan Grams, Shanon Nowell, Emily Bruflat, Bradley DeVos, and Mayor Chuck Zieman.  The following officials were present: City Administrator Todd Prafke, City Attorney James Brandt and City Engineer Jeff Domras.

Approval of Agenda – A motion was made by Nowell, seconded by Johnson (E), to approve the agenda.  With all in favor, the motion carried and the agenda was approved. 
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Approval of Minutes – A motion was made by Bruflat, seconded by Johnson (K), to approve the minutes of the January 27, 2020 regular City Council meeting.  With all in favor, the motion carried and the minutes were approved.  A complete copy of the minutes of the January 27, 2020 regular City Council meeting is contained in the City Administrator’s book entitled Council Proceedings 19.  

Public Hearing:  Request for Zoning Code Modification:  Dirks Property – City Administrator Prafke reviewed the process to be followed for public hearings.  Mayor Zieman opened the public hearing at 7:04 p.m. on a request submitted by Dr. Blake Dirks to modify the City Code by adding “automotive sales” as a conditional use in an I-2 (General Industrial) zone.  City Administrator Prafke indicated that if approved, the change would be applied to each I-2 zone in the City and anyone wishing to operate an “automotive sales” business in the zone would need to apply for a Conditional Use Permit.  Prafke stressed that the action being considered did not automatically allow automotive sales and any applicant would need to go through the conditional use permitting process first.  Attorney Paul Tanis, 324 South Minnesota Avenue, spoke on behalf of the applicant and stated allowing automotive sales as a conditional use had been suggested by the City’s Community Development Director.  Tanis also indicated his client had purchased I-2 zoned property with the expectation of automotive sales being an allowed use.  Tanis indicated his client would apply for a Conditional Use Permit if the change was approved.  There being no further speakers the hearing was declared closed at 7:09 p.m.
  
Consent Agenda – Mayor Zieman pointed out the Maintenance Superintendent salary, which had been inadvertently omitted from the consent resolution, would be $73,206 per year.  In motion by Johnson (E), seconded by Grams, Resolution No. 2020-12 entitled “Resolution Approving Consent Agenda” was introduced with the salary included.  Upon roll call, with all in favor, the Resolution was declared passed and adopted.  A complete copy of Resolution No. 2020-12 is contained in the City Administrator’s book entitled Council Resolutions 23.

Request for City Code Zoning Modifications:  Dirks Property – City Administrator Prafke provided the Planning and Zoning Commission recommendation to modify the City Code, as petitioned by Dr. Blake and JoEllen Dirks, to allow automotive sales as a conditional use in an I-2 (General Industrial) zone.  Prafke again reminded the Council that if approved, the change would apply to all I-2 zones in the City and not just the zone where the applicant’s property was.  Councilmember DeVos stated he had concerns about making a change in an area so close to a residential district, but the applicant had assured the Planning Commission he was open to conditions that might be imposed as part of a conditional use permitting process to lessen any negative impact on the surrounding residential properties.  In motion by Johnson (K), seconded by Nowell, Ordinance No. 46, Third Series entitled “An Ordinance Amending Saint Peter City Code, Chapter 24, Land Use Regulations And Zoning, Section 24-410 By The Addition Of Automotive Sales To The Roster Of Conditional Uses Within The I-2 General Industrial District And Adopting By Reference Saint Peter City Code Chapter 1 Section 1-6, Which, Among Other Things, Contain Penalty Provisions“ was introduced.  Upon roll call, with all in favor, the Ordinance was declared passed and adopted.  A complete copy of Ordinance No. 46, Third Series is contained in the City Administrator’s book entitled Council Ordinances 2.

Donation Acceptance:  Dog Park – Public Works Director Moulton recommended acceptance of a $32,000 donation from the River Valley Dog Park Association to be used for a portion of Phase 1 (fencing, benches, concrete pads, water stations, and water line installation) costs for development of a second dog park at 1125 North Swift Street.  Moulton noted the group has indicated their willingness to continue to work to raise funds for other improvements at the site.  In motion by Bruflat, seconded by Johnson (E), Resolution No. 2020-13 entitled “Resolution Accepting Donation From River Valley Dog Park Association (RVDPA) And Authorizing Initiation Of Construction Of An Additional Dog Park“ was introduced.  Upon roll call, with all in favor, the Resolution was declared passed and adopted.  A complete copy of Resolution No. 2020-13 is contained in the City Administrator’s book entitled Council Resolutions 23.

Request for City Assistance:  St. Patrick’s Day Parade – City Administrator Prafke recommended approval of a request by the St. Peter Ambassadors for City assistance for the annual St. Patrick’s Day parade.  Prafke indicated the assistance would be in the form of “no parking” restrictions and traffic control.  Mayor Zieman expressed concerns with parade participants continuing to throw treats from moving vehicles.  Prafke noted staff would contact the organizers to once again ask them to warn parade entrants to only dispense treats from those walking alongside the moving vehicles.  In motion by Johnson (E), seconded by Nowell, Resolution No. 2020-14 entitled “Resolution Authorizing City Assistance For St. Patrick’s Day Parade“ was introduced.  Upon roll call, with all in favor, the Resolution was declared passed and adopted.  A complete copy of Resolution No. 2020-14 is contained in the City Administrator’s book entitled Council Resolutions 23.

Request for City Assistance;  Relay for Life – City Administrator Prafke recommended approval of a request by the American Cancer Society for use of both Gorman Park and the Community Center for the June 19th “Relay For Life” event.  Prafke noted that like all similar requests, the organizers would be required to provide a certificate of insurance naming the City as an additional insured in an amount of not less than $1.5 million per occurrence.  In motion by Johnson (K), seconded by Johnson (E), Resolution No. 2020-15 entitled “Resolution Authorizing City Assistance For Relay For Life Event“ was introduced.  Upon roll call, with all in favor, the Resolution was declared passed and adopted.  A complete copy of Resolution No. 2020-15 is contained in the City Administrator’s book entitled Council Resolutions 23.

Building Inspector Position Description – City Administrator Prafke recommended slight modifications to the Building Inspector job description which had been reviewed after the current Inspector announced his upcoming retirement.  Prafke noted such reviews were standard practice and the proposed modifications were not significant.  In motion by Grams, seconded by Bruflat, Resolution No. 2020-16 entitled “Resolution Adopting Modified Job Description For Building Inspector“ was introduced.  Upon roll call, with all in favor, the Resolution was declared passed and adopted.  A complete copy of Resolution No. 2020-16 is contained in the City Administrator’s book entitled Council Resolutions 23.

Business License Application – City Administrator Prafke recommended approval of a Soft Drink license application submitted by River's Edge Hospital for the new café that was part of the Hospital expansion project.  In motion by Nowell, seconded by Johnson (E), Resolution No. 2020-17 entitled “Resolution Approving New Business License“ was introduced.  Upon roll call, with all in favor, the Resolution was declared passed and adopted.  A complete copy of Resolution No. 2020-17 is contained in the City Administrator’s book entitled Council Resolutions 23.

Reports

Mayor’s Report – Mayor Zieman expressed his appreciation to the staff members in the audience for being available to answer questions at Council meetings.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Closed Session of January 27, 2020 – City Administrator Prafke reported on the closed session held on January 27, 2020 which included discussion on the method of sale for the former wastewater treatment ponds property.  Prafke noted the closed session scheduled for February 10, 2020 would be on the same topic.

President’s Day Closures – City Administrator Prafke provided information on City office closures for the President’s Day legal holiday.

Councilmember Johnson (E) encouraged residents to move vehicles off the roadway during snowfalls so City crews can clear the streets.
 
Executive Session:  Land Sale – Former Wastewater Treatment Ponds – Mayor Zieman presented a resolution calling for a closed session, as allowed under State Statute, to discuss sale of the City’s former wastewater treatment ponds property.  In motion by Johnson (E), seconded by Bruflat, Resolution No. 2020-18 entitled “Resolution Calling For Closed Session“ was introduced.  Upon roll call, with all in favor, the Resolution was declared passed and adopted.  A complete copy of Resolution No. 2020-18 is contained in the City Administrator’s book entitled Council Resolutions 23.

The Council adjourned to closed session in the Traverse des Sioux Room at 7:56 p.m.
The Council returned to open session at 8:29 p.m.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Johnson (E), seconded by Bruflat, to adjourn.  With all in favor, the motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.



___________________________________
Charles Zieman
Mayor
ATTEST:
_________________________________
Todd Prafke
City Administrator
